
Eero Saarinen American / Finnish Designer
Eero Saarinen was an architect and furniture designer who spent his early 

childhood years in Finland but made his reputation in the US.  He studied 

sculpture in Paris and architecture at Yale.

Saarinen first received critical recognition for a chair designed together with 

Charles Eames for the "Organic Design in Home Furnishings" competition in 

1940, for which they received first prize. 

His elegant Pedestal and Tulip chair collection from 1957 are instantly 

recognisable.  The range was so named because of the slender, elegant stem 

like pedestals and organic shapes.  Saarinen wanted to escape the tedium of 

legs and square surfaces that had encroached on furniture of the time and 

created a range with smooth lines and no edges.  He wished to obliterate the 

“slum of legs in the US home”.

Pedestal Round Dining table Tulip Side & Armchair Pedestal Side table
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