
   Harry Bertoia American / Italian Designer

Bertoia was a member of the faculty of the Cranbrook Academy of Art in 

Michigan when Charles Eames was head of the Department of Experimental 

Design. The wire chairs of Bertoia appeared a year after the wire chair of 

Charles Eames. 

Harry Bertoia was born in Italy but migrated to the US at the age of 15. He 

studied sculpture and painting in Detroit.   He became involved in furniture 

design in the 1940's perceiving the chair as a sculpture.

In Bertoia's own words, "If you look at these chairs, they are mainly made of air, 

like sculpture. Space passes right through them."
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